Bio of Mr Piet STEEL,

Chairman, Belgium-Hong Kong Society
· Born 14 June 1950

· Married, 2 daughters 

· Law Degree of University of Ghent (Belgium) 
· Mr. Piet Steel is Vice- President of External Affairs at Toyota Motor Europe.

· From its headquarters in Brussels, Belgium, Toyota Motor Europe serves as the holding company for Toyota Motor Marketing Europe, which handles the wholesale marketing of Toyota and Lexus vehicles, parts and accessories, and Toyota Motor Engineering & Manufacturing Europe, which manages Toyota’s European manufacturing and engineering operations. Toyota began selling cars in Europe under an official distributor agreement in 1963. It has matured into the leading Japanese car manufacturer in this highly competitive market. In 2004, Toyota delivered its 13 millionth vehicle in Europe, and has invested over €5 billion here since 1990. Toyota currently employs over 56,000 people in Europe, both directly and through dealership channels, and in 2005, it will have eight manufacturing plants in six countries.
· Previously, Piet Steel was Director Public Affairs for the Belgian chemical and pharmaceutical company Solvay (1997-2005). 

· He was a Belgian diplomat. He was Belgian Consul-General in Hong Kong (1993-97) and Ambassador of Belgium in Vietnam (1990-1993). 

· Piet Steel has a long experience with European affairs and international trade negotiations. He was Chef de Cabinet of the Belgian State Secretary for European Affairs (1982-85) was Belgium's Chief Negotiator at the GATT in Geneva during the Uruguay Round (1986-1990). 

· Piet Steel is holder of various Belgian and international honorary medals. 

