
Alfred C. Sharpe’s prize winning essay of  1887. 
 

 

 

Essay submissions to the Journal of the Military Service Institution, competing for 

the prize,  were not signed with the author’s name, in order to guarantee 

impartiality by the judges. Each essay’s author was given a code name, with his 

real name being revealed only after the judging was over. 

Alfred C. Sharpe’s essay was given the author code name of “Landsturm 54”. 

Upon winning the prize, Sharpe’s name was added to his essay, and the essay was 

printed in the 1889 issue of the Journal. 

 

The following pages present Sharpe’s winning essay as it was printed in the 

Journal, followed by his accompanying notes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 


